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Purpose: To improve police and public relations by familiarizing participant knowledge and 
understanding of the complexities and nature of police work. 

Policy: The Monroe County Sheriff's Office (MCSO) will inform all individuals requesting a ride-along 
that the very nature of police duty is inherently dangerous and at times involves tense 
situations. Therefore, compliance with the following rules of conduct is requisite. The deputy 
taking responsibility of the ride-along will exercise discretion in the extent of the involvement 
of the citizen in all situations. Civilians must obey and all instructions from the deputy without 
questions or delay. 

I. Eligibility and Ride-Along Frequency 

A. Members of the general public, inclusive of family members, are limited to one ride-along per 
year, with prior approval of the Zone Commander, Special Operations Commander, or above. 
Participants must be at least 18 years of age, with the exception of Police Explorers who are 
at least 16 years of age. Additionally, students enrolled in a NYSED-recognized Career and 
Technical Education Work Experience Program (i.e., B.O.C.E.S or New Visions) and 
employed pursuant to a Memorandum of Agreement approved by the MCSO legal 
department shall also be eligible to ride-along. 

1. Family members who are eligible for the program include spouses, parents and 
children (18 years of age or older) of an agency member. 

2. Family members will not be authorized to ride with a relative, but may ride with 
another deputy in the same Zone and on the same shift. 

B. Interns are allowed to participate in a ride along twice per semester. When assigned to 
specialized functions such as Technical Services, Marine Unit etc. the frequency may be 
increased with the approval of the Zone Commander or Special Operations Commander. 
Interns must be at least 16 years of age and must obtain a waiver signed by his/her parent or 
legal guardian prior to riding in a MCSO vehicle. 

C. Police Explorers and New Visions students are allowed to ride once in the fall and once in the 
spring. Police Explores and New Visions students must be at least 16 years of age and must 
obtain a waiver signed by his/her parent or legal guardian prior to riding in a MCSO vehicle. 

D. Trainees, as they are employees of the MCSO, will be allowed to ride along at the discretion 
of the Commander of Staff Services, Zone Commander, Special Operations Commanding 
Officer, Civil Bureau Chief, or as directed by the Undersheriff or Sheriff. 








