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Purpose: To establish policies and procedures for MCSO Deputy Sheriffs in the Police Bureau and 
Civil Bureau relative to the seizure of pistol permits and guns. 

Policy: Deputies shall only take possession of pistol permits and/or guns when certain specific 
circumstances exist justifying the seizure. Absent one of those circumstances (listed below} 
deputies do not have authority to take and maintain guns or pistol permits. 

I. Deputies may lawfully seize pistol permits, and/or guns: 

,. 

A. Pursuant to a valid search warrant that lists with specificity those pistol permits and/or guns 
subject to seizure; or, 

B. After having obtained valid consent to seize any such guns(s) from any person capable of 
providing consent: or, 

C. When responding to a report of a family offense as defined in section 530.11 of the Criminal 
Procedure Law (CPL) and section 812 of the Family Court Act (FCA) deputies: 

1. MAY take temporary custody of any firearm, rifle, electronic dart gun, electronic 
stun gun, disguised gun, imitation weapon, shotgun, antique firearm, black 
powder rifle, black powder shotgun, or muzzle-loading firearm that is in plain sight 
or is discovered pursuant to a consensual or other lawful search; 

2. SHALL take temporary custody of any firearm, rifle, electronic dart gun, electronic 
stun gun, disguised gun, imitation weapon, shotgun, antique firearm, black powder 
rifle, black powder shotgun, or muzzle loading firearm that is in the possession of 
any person arrested for the commission of a family offense or suspected of its 
commission; and 

3. SHALL take temporary custody of any firearm, rifle, electronic dart gun, electronic 
stun gun, disguised gun, imitation weapon, shotgun, antique firearm, black powder 
rifle, black powder shotgun, or muzzle-loading firearm that is in plain sight or is 
discovered pursuant to a consensual or other lawful search if any one of the 
following circumstances is present: 

a. The victim responds in the affirmative to the suspect threats questions in the 
victim interview section in the prior history section of the New York state 
standardized domestic incident report (DIR) form; or 

b. The victim responds in the affirmative to any of the lethality assessment 








