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Purpose: To establish guidelines for the Monroe County Sheriffs Office (MCSO) Chaplaincy Service 
Program (CSP), and to provide MCSO employees, their immediate family, or significant other 
who resides in the employee's household with support, encouragement, spiritual counseling, or 
guidance according to their needs and/or requests. 

Policy: It shall be the policy of the MCSO to establish a Chaplain Corps with the means to administer 
the activities and responsibilities of the CSP. The Chaplain Corps should primarily consist of 
MCSO employees who are trained and/or experienced in ministry, however, ministers or clergy 
from outside the MCSO may be recruited and serve in the Chaplain Corps, subject to approval 
from the Sheriff or his designee. Only approved personnel from the CSP will conduct chaplain 
related service activities unless the Sheriff or his designee authorize otherwise. The CSP will 
be non-denominational regardless of the Chaplains religious affiliation. 

Definitions: Lead Chaplain - For the purpose of this order, the Lead Chaplain will be approved by the 
Sheriff to be the Program Coordinator and facilitate responsibilities within the Chaplain Corps. 

Chaplain - For purposes of this order, a Chaplain is a member of the Chaplain Corps who 
meets the qualifications as set forth in this order and can serve in all capacities. He/she has 
ministry experience and preferably has an education degree/certificate in ministry or theology. 

Chaplain Assistant - For purposes of this order, a Chaplain Assistant is a part of the Chaplain 
Corps who meets the qualifications as set forth in this order. He/she has some ministry 
experience. Ministry education is not required. A Chaplain Assistant will aid the CSP as 
described in this order. 

Chaplain Corps-For purposes of this order, the Chaplain Corps is a group of individuals who 
have applied for and been selected to serve, as a Chaplain or Chaplain Assistant. The 
Chaplain Corps shall consist of at least one (1) Chaplain and up to four (4) Chaplain Assistants 
but may consist of as many as four (4) Chaplains and two (2) Chaplain Assistants. The 
Chaplain Corps will administer the objectives and purpose of the CSP as set forth in this order. 

I. Objectives and Purpose: 

To provide a Chaplain for: 

A. Funerals and memorial services at the request of employees, their families, significant other, 
and/or at the direction of a Chaplain. 

B. Hospital visitations and other visits to infirmed or ill persons at the request of employees, their 
families, significant other, and/or at the direction of a Chaplain. 












