
Story Walk at Phillis 
Wheatley Library
Rochester, NY

Intersections: Creating Culturally Complete Streets

April 3rd, 2018

Mike Bulger



Community-Led Advocacy

Healthi Kids Coalition

• Advocates for Public Policy and Practice Changes

• Healthy Environments for Kids in School and in their 

Neighborhoods
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Rochester, NY
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Ensuring All Kids Have Access 
to Safe Places to Play
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Parents cite barriers:

- traffic safety

- neighborhood safety

- unkempt playgrounds



KaBoom! Play Everywhere 
Challenge
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A True Community Partnership

Steering Committee
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• Parents

• Library

• Neighborhood Organizations

• City Neighborhood Service Center

• Visual Artist and Writer

Community Outreach
• Neighborhood block clubs

• Library Patrons

• Schools

• Social Media Polls

• Youth Survey



Before
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After
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Lessons Learned

Create Community Ownership of the Project

Make It Culturally Relevant

Find Partner in Government

Get Ready to Do It Again!
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Data-driven collaboration and innovation 
from the Finger Lakes region

1150 University Ave | Rochester, N.Y. 14607-1647 | (585) 224-3101

Mike Bulger | Healthy Communities Project Coordinator | Mike.Bulger@commongroundhealth.org | (585) 224-3171
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