






















































         RIC Cambria BESS  

Part 3 FEAF Expanded Attachment  

 

SEQR: FEAF Additional Information 

The following information supplements the Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) and 

provides additional information and analysis that the Town used in evaluating potential 

impacts arising from the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) project. It is 

intended to facilitate a thorough review in accordance with 6NYCRR Part 617 State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). It addresses categories where there may be 

potential moderate to large impacts, as identified in the FEAF Part 2 and Part 1 FEAF 

Mapper (any threshold identified as being met), or to clarify/evaluate other issues raised 

during the SEQR process. 

The Lead Agency has determined that the Project may have several significant adverse 

environmental impacts. The Lead Agency, therefore, will issue a Positive Declaration for this 

Project.   

 

Description of Proposed Action/Project 

The proposed project consists of a Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage System, located at 5147 

Lockport Road in Cambria, New York. The project will be sited on an approximately 0.73-acre 

(31,585 sq. ft) portion of the 18.6-acre parcel. The system configuration includes six (6) 

units of the Tesla Megapack 2XL batteries, providing 5MW capacity and 23,500 kWh (4-hour 

duration) energy delivery. Equipment is proposed to be mounted on a foundation pad and 

will include transformers, meter, and switchgear.  

 

Impact on Land 

There will be disturbance of land to install the project. The average depth to bedrock on the 

project site is stated as being greater than 6.5 feet below grade surface as indicated by the 

USDA Soil Survey. The project does not propose any blasting due to bedrock. The project will 

include a 20-foot-wide gravel access road. The project will not modify, destroy, or restrict 

access to any unique or unusual landforms. The project will convert active agricultural land 

to non-agricultural use. A decommissioning plan must be provided to depict removal of the 

facility at the end of its useful life.  

 

 

 



Impact on Surface and Ground Water Resources 

A wetland delineation was provided for the proposed project. The delineation was conducted 

in May of 2025, with results indicating that there are no wetlands, streams, or open waters 

located on site. There is a roadside artificial ditch located along the southern boundary of 

the parcel, parallel with Lockport Road. The roadside artificial intermittent ditch is 

approximately 5-6 feet wide at the ordinary high-water mark (OHWM) with a continuous 

channel bed and sloped banks. A crossing of this ditch will be required to gain access to the 

facility. Once a crossing design is complete, the appropriate agencies will be contacted to 

ensure that the installation of the proposed culvert shall adhere to all applicable federal and 

state regulations.  

The applicant states that the project will not increase stormwater runoff at the site. Existing 

drainage patterns will be maintained to the maximum extent practicable and minimal 

impervious surfaces are proposed. As such, no significant changes to the rate or volume of 

stormwater runoff are expected from the Project’s operations. The appropriate 

precautionary, post construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be installed and 

maintained throughout the life of the project. 

The Niagara County Planning Board stated there is a potential concern of pollutant runoff in 

the event of a fire on site.  

Based on the above concerns (and below needs), the Planning Board has determined that 

the project may have a significant impact on surface and groundwater resources. 

The applicant shall provide an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan to address on site 

disturbance and potential pollutant runoff in the event of a fire. The EIS shall include 

additional information regarding stormwater quality treatment measures and practices 

during and following a fire response or chemical release incident to demonstrate that the 

potential for adverse impacts from stormwater runoff is minimized to the maximum extent 

practicable.      

 

Impact on Flooding 

The proposed Project site is located within FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panel 

36063C0219E (effective 9/17/2010), which confirms that the entire parcel lies outside 

both the Regulatory Floodway and the 1% annual chance floodplain (AE Zone). A FIRMette 

illustrating these boundaries is included in the application. No construction, including the 

access road, is planned within these flood- prone areas. Therefore, a floodplain 

development permit is not required. The project will minimize changes to existing grades 

and elevations as much as practicable and comply with the Town of Cambria’s Flood 

Damage Prevention Ordinance. As a result, the Project will not impact flood-prone land.  



Impact on Air Quality 

The proposed action will not include a State regulated air emission source or have other air 

emissions beyond the temporary exhaust of construction or maintenance vehicles and the 

occasional lawn mower.  

There are concerns about the impacts to air quality in the case of a fire, specifically, 

potential emission of fumes during a fire which may impact surrounding neighbors and/or 

wildlife. As a result, the Planning Board has determined that the Project may have a 

significant impact on air quality.  

 

Impact on Plants and Animals  

The proposed project site lies within the vicinity of the State and Federally endangered 

Northern Long-Eared bat. No tree clearing has been proposed for this site, and forested 

portions of the site have been excluded from the project’s limits of disturbance. The 

proposed endangered Tricolored bat was also identified as a potential species near the 

project site. Like the Northern Long-Eared bat, this species is negatively impacted by tree 

clearing, which will not be proposed on this site. 

The applicant states that the USFWS noted the potential for the proposed endangered 

Salamander Mussel within the vicinity of the project area. The species inhabits fast- flowing 

rivers and streams with shelter under rocks and in crevices. This habitat does not occur on 

the project site.  

Monarch Butterflies, a candidate species of concern, may also be present in the vicinity. The 

applicant states that the planting of pollinator supportive seed mix on the site will mitigate 

any potential impact to the Monarch Butterfly.  

The applicant included these statements within their FEAF Part 1 Supplemental 

Documentation. The applicant should supply a copy of the U.S Fish and Wildlife 

documentation for the Town.  

Based on the above, the Planning Board has determined that the project is not anticipated 

to have a significant impact on Plants and Animals.  

 

Impact on Agricultural Resources 

The project is in New York State Agricultural District #4. The subject parcel contains MSG 1-

4 soils, which are classified as Farmland of Statewide importance, Prime Farmland if 

drained, and Prime Farmland. While the site is zoned B-2, it is currently utilized for 

agricultural purposes, specifically for cultivating row crops. Approximately 13.38 acres of the 

parcel appear to be actively farmed. The proposed BESS facility will remove approximately 1 



acre of farmland out of use.  The proposed facility will also include an access road that may 

partially sever the agricultural parcel. While some farm operations are limited in the 

underlying zoning district, the parcel still contains Prime Farmland soil and is in an 

Agricultural District. Therefore, mitigation of any impacts to the soils on site is imperative.  

Therefore, the Planning Board has concluded that the project may have a significant impact 

on Agricultural Resources.  

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) should provide in-depth information regarding 

the Decommissioning process of the proposed project, to ensure no permanent impacts on 

the agricultural soils will occur. The Decommissioning Plan must comply with New York State 

Agriculture and Markets standards for decommissioning on MSG 1-4 soils.  

 

Impact on Aesthetic Resources 

There are no mapped or known federal, state or locally designated scenic or aesthetic 

resources in the immediate vicinity and/ or adjacent to the project. The project will not be 

visible from any designated scenic or aesthetic resource. The proposed project will not 

hinder or impede the enjoyment of any public or private designated aesthetic resource. 

Based on the above, there will be no anticipated significant impacts to aesthetic resources.  

 

Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources 

The applicant states in the expanded Part 1 that the proposed project has received a “Letter 

of No Impact” from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation 

(NYSOPRHP). No properties, including archaeological and/or historic resources, listed in or 

eligible for the New York State and National Registers of Historic Places will be impacted by 

this project. 

Therefore, the Planning Board has determined that no significant impacts on Historic or 

archaeological resources will occur. 

  

Impact on Open Space and Recreational Resources 

The site is not presently designated as open space or utilized for recreational purposes, and 

the applicant has demonstrated that the project will not be visible from, nor impact any 

designated open space or recreational resources. The proposed action will not result in any 

reduction of open space resources as designated in any adopted municipal open space 

plan. 



Therefore, the Planning Board has determined that the project will not have any significant 

impact on open space and recreational resources.  

 

Impact on Critical Environmental Areas 

The proposed project site is not located within or adjacent to a Critical Environmental Area 

(CEA). The proposed project will have no impact on Critical Environment Areas.  

 

Impact on Transportation 

There will be a temporary increase in truck and construction vehicle visits to the site during 

the construction period, as materials are brought to the site. These impacts will be 

temporary in nature and must meet Town requirements. After construction, the project will 

generate very little traffic. Based on this, the proposed project will have no anticipated 

impact on transportation.  

 

Impact on Energy 

Information regarding potential impacts on the electrical grid has not been provided. 

Therefore, this project may have an impact on energy.  

 

Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light 

There will be noise generated by the project. Operating noise levels may increase to 70 

decibels at about 1- meter from the system. The applicant has not provided noise 

information to the nearest receptor.  

The applicant’s Part 1 Supplemental Documentation states the noise generated will be 

“comparable to that of the nearby Taconic State Parkway”. The Taconic State Parkway is 

located on the other side of New York State.  

There may be some noise generated temporarily during construction. The project will not 

result in any odors or excessive light. Construction hours will be limited from 7am-7pm 

Monday through Saturday. 

Therefore, the Planning Board has concluded that the project may result in significant 

impacts from noise.  

In the EIS, the applicant shall provide noise information to the nearest noise receptor and 

provide comparable noise estimates that are relevant to the Town of Cambria.  



 

Impact on Human Health 

There are no hazardous substances maintained on site or exposed to the environment. Use 

of pesticides or herbicides are not proposed.  

There may be a temporary increase in the rate of disposal of solid waste during construction. 

If local, county, and state regulations are followed regarding disposal of solid waste, no 

negative impacts due to solid waste are anticipated.  

The access road will provide emergency egress into the site and the layout and design (H-20 

loading) needs sign-off from the fire department. Emergency plans also need to be signed 

off by the Fire department. 

There are potential health and safety concerns associated with potential fire or other 

incidents that could result in the release of airborne toxic chemicals or contamination of soil 

and groundwater resources. The Niagara County Planning Board stated there is a potential 

concern of pollutant runoff in the event of a fire on site. A fire on a BESS system can reach 

up to 2,000-3,000 degrees Fahrenheit and can burn for multiple days, often requiring 

specific fire maintenance that a typical Fire Department cannot assist with. These fires can 

potentially release large quantities of flammable gases, and fire behavior in BESS can 

exhibit different forms and phenomena depending on the system scale and other individual 

aspects. A decommissioning plan has not been provided for the project.  

Therefore, the Planning Board has determined that emergency incidents at the site may 

result in public health and safety problems.  

The EIS should depict how the project will be decommissioned and prove that no hazardous 

materials from the Lithium-Ion Batteries will be left behind during this process.  

The EIS should provide more information on the specific chemicals that could affect the 

public and the associated health risks, how the public would be notified during an 

emergency incident at the Project, and is there an emergency evacuation plan in the event 

that emergency responders determine there is a need to implement mass evacuations,  and 

how would the emergency evacuation plan affect the surrounding businesses.  

The Applicant shall provide the appropriate documentation demonstrating compliance with 

the following standards:   

• UL 9540 – Standard for Energy Storage Systems and Equipment  

• UL 9540A – Test Method for Evaluating Thermal Runaway Fire Propagation in Battery 

Energy Storage Systems 

The EIS will explain how the proposed Project complies with UL 9540 and UL 9540A. UL 

9540A test results will be attached to the EIS and evaluated in the EIS. 



Additionally, the EIS will include documentation of Large-Scale Fire Testing (LSFT) by an 

approved testing laboratory as required by FCNYS.   

An Emergency Response Plan (ERP) shall be provided in the EIS and included as an 

attachment. Additionally, the ERP shall include any required information regarding Hazard 

Support Personnel as required in FCNYS. Information on dispatch time of Hazard Support 

Personnel shall be required in the EIS. Duties of the Hazard Support Personnel as outlined in 

FCNYS shall be documented in the ERP.  

A Hazard Mitigation Analysis (HMA) shall be completed and submitted in accordance with 

FCNYS.  The HMA shall evaluate credible failure modes, fire and explosion hazards, thermal 

runaway scenarios, and mitigation measures specific to the proposed technology and site 

conditions.  The HMA shall be attached to the EIS and its findings will be evaluated in the 

EIS. 

 

Consistency with Community Plans and Community Character (Combined Section) 

The project will not replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas of historic 

importance to the community. It will not create a demand for additional community services 

(except during emergency events), and it will not displace any affordable housing. The 

project is being designed to be consistent with the predominant architectural scale and 

natural landscape of the site and surrounding area. The surrounding area consists of 

forested areas, agricultural croplands, and a variety of commercial businesses and storage 

areas. 

The Project is located within an area covered by the following municipal and county plans: 

the Town of Cambria Comprehensive Plan (2021), Niagara County Comprehensive Plan 

(2015) and Niagara County Agricultural Farmland Protection Plan (2018).   

The project, which is a Battery Energy Storage system, is not an allowed use in the General 

Business District (B-2) in the Town of Cambria. Under Local Law No. 2 of 2022, standalone 

Tier 3 BESS systems are only permitted in the Industrial districts. Therefore, this project 

requires a Use Variance. The project will also require Area Variances from the setback 

requirements. Local Law No. 2 of 2022 requires 500-foot setbacks for all property lines, and 

1,000-foot setbacks from adjoining parcels zoned residential or commercial for Tier 3 BESS. 

The applicant is requesting relief from these setback requirements. As such, the proposed 

project is not in conformance with Town of Cambria Zoning requirements.  

The Town of Cambria Comprehensive Plan describes the General Business District’s 

purpose as follows: “General retail trade and business use, including automotive uses”. This 

parcel of land is intended for business use listed in the Zoning Chapter. The Niagara County 

Comprehensive Plan states that in the Town of Cambria, agricultural preservation was listed 

as a top priority issue, as well as economic development in key areas. Additionally, the 



Niagara County Agricultural Protection Plan notes that sprawl and other uses taking up 

valuable, prime farmland are considered a “future threat” to the County. 

Therefore, the Planning Board has determined that the project may have a significant 

impact on Community Plans and Community Character.  

The EIS shall further examine alternatives for the proposed project including alternate sites 

and alternate orientations which would not require a Use Variance or Area Variance for the 

proposed project.  
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Town of Cambria Planning Board 

SEQRA Positive Declaration and Scoping Schedule Resolution 

Cambria ESS LLC Application  

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Cambria Planning Board received a Site Plan application, a Use 

Variance application, and an Area Variance application from Cambria ESS LLC (the 

“Applicant”) for the development of a 5.00-megawatt Battery Energy Storage System 

located at 5147 Lockport Road (the “Proposed Action”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board reviewed the application and any revisions to 

the application at meetings from February of 2026 to April of 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to 

Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act – SEQRA) of the Environmental 

Conservation Law, the Cambria Planning Board initiated the SEQRA Coordinated Review 

Process for this Unlisted action to establish the Planning Board as SEQR Lead Agency; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board has received input from various Involved and 

Interested Agencies and Town departments, including reviewing the minutes of the Town 

Zoning Board of Appeals’ public hearing on the project, received input from the Town 

Planner and held public meetings on the application; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board has reviewed the Environmental Assessment 

Form (EAF) submitted by the Applicant, comments and input from the Town Planner, 

Town departments, Planning Board members, other Involved Agencies and the public, 

information submitted by the Applicant on the project and revisions to the project, and has 

reviewed the Town’s Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan; and 
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WHEREAS, no objections were made to the Cambria Planning Board acting as SEQR 

Lead Agency and the Planning Board therefore has been established as SEQR Lead 

Agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board has completed Part 2 of the FEAF, analyzed 

those impacts identified in Part 2 as potentially “moderate to large impacts” in an expanded 

Part 3 document, reviewed the criteria for determining significance in accordance with 

Section 617.7 of SEQR, and determined that the proposed approval of the Cambria ESS 

LLC project may include the potential for at least one significant adverse environmental 

impact. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cambria Planning Board hereby 

issues a Positive Declaration and authorizes the Planning Board Chairman to sign the EAF, 

which will act as the SEQRA Positive Declaration; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cambria Planning Board authorizes the Town 

Planner to file the proper Notices and complete the required mailings concerning this 

determination; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that to ensure a comprehensive and orderly 

environmental review, the Planning Board establishes the following scoping schedule for 

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) as follows: 

 

1. Draft Scoping Document Submission by Applicant  

 

1.1  The Applicant shall submit a Draft Scoping Document to the Planning 

Board no later than thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this Resolution. 

 

2. Circulation of Draft Scoping Document and Notice of Public Scoping  
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2.1  Within twenty (20) calendar days of receipt of the Draft Scoping Document, 

the Planning Board shall circulate the Draft Scoping Document to Involved and 

Interested Agencies and post it for public review and shall issue a Notice of Public 

Scoping.  

2.2  The Notice of Public Scoping shall provide not less than thirty (30) calendar 

days for written public and agency comments on the Draft Scoping Document. 

 

3. Public Scoping Session  

3.1  The Planning Board shall hold at least one public scoping session during 

the public comment period, on a date that provides a minimum of fourteen (14) 

calendar days’ advance public notice. 

 

4. Close of Written Comment Period on Draft Scoping  

 

4.1  The written comment period on the Draft Scoping Document shall remain 

open for the thirty (30) calendar days specified in Section 2.2 and shall close at 4:30 

p.m. on the final day of that period. 

 

5. Preparation of Final Written Scope by Lead Agency  

 

5.1  The Planning Board shall prepare and adopt the Final Written Scope within 

sixty (60) calendar days after the later of:  

(a) the close of the public comment period established in Section 4.1, or  

(b) the conclusion of the public scoping session identified in Section 3.1, 

whichever occurs later.  

 

5.2  The Final Written Scope shall identify potentially significant adverse 

environmental impacts, the extent and quality of information needed, reasonable 

alternatives, and mitigation measures to be analyzed in the DEIS. 

 

6. Applicant’s DEIS Preparation and Submission  
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6.1  Following issuance of the Final Written Scope, the Applicant shall prepare 

the DEIS consistent with the Final Written Scope and submit the DEIS to the 

Planning Board on or before the Applicant’s proposed date [to be determined by 

the Applicant], recognizing that the Applicant controls the timing of its submission. 

 

7. Lead Agency Determination of DEIS Adequacy for Public Review  

 

7.1  Within forty-five (45) calendar days of receipt of the DEIS, the Planning 

Board shall determine whether the DEIS is adequate with respect to scope and 

content for public review.  

 

7.2 If the DEIS is determined inadequate, the Planning Board shall identify 

deficiencies in writing and, upon resubmittal by the Applicant, shall have thirty (30)  

calendar days to determine adequacy of the resubmitted DEIS. 

 

8. Public Notice and Hearing on DEIS; Comment Period  

 

8.1  Upon determining the DEIS adequate for public review, the Planning Board 

shall file and circulate the Notice of Completion and provide public notice of a 

public hearing to occur not less than fifteen (15) nor more than sixty (60) calendar 

days from the date of the Notice of Completion.  

 

8.2  The Planning Board shall establish a public comment period on the DEIS 

of not less than thirty (30) calendar days, which may be extended in the Planning 

Board’s discretion up to a total of ninety (90) calendar days when a public hearing 

is held and to accommodate agency and public participation.  

 

8.3  If a public hearing is held, the written comment period shall remain open 

for at least ten (10) calendar days following the close of the hearing and may remain 
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open through the end of the extended comment period established under Section 

8.2. 

 

9. Final EIS (FEIS) and Findings  

 

9.1  Following the close of the public comment period on the DEIS, the Planning 

Board shall prepare or cause to be prepared the Final EIS and issue a Notice of 

Completion within ninety (90) calendar days, or such longer period as consented to 

in writing by the Applicant.  

 

9.2  The Planning Board shall issue written SEQRA Findings no less than ten 

(10) calendar days after filing the FEIS and within thirty (30) calendar days 

thereafter, or such longer period as consented to in writing by the Applicant; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Board will begin the EIS process 

consistent with the foregoing scoping schedule upon the Applicant’s submission of a Draft 

Scoping Document and in accordance with SEQRA procedures; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Planning Board Chairman, Planning Board staff, 

and the Town Planner are authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to implement 

this Resolution, including issuance and filing of the SEQRA Positive Declaration and 

scoping notices, scheduling and noticing of the public scoping session, and coordination 

with Involved and Interested Agencies. 



Unapproved 
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Attendees included: 
William Amacher, Chairman 
Roger Schreader, Member 
Michael Sieczkowski, Member  
Gerald Kroening, Member 
Garret Meal, Member 
Chad Brachmann, Alternate Member 
Michael Haseley, Alternate Member 
Abe Platt, Attorney 
Matthew Cooper, Building Inspector/Code Enforcement 
Randy Roberts, Town Board Liaison 
 
Members not in attendance:  Krista Brocious, Clerk Planning /Zoning Board 
 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Amacher who welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and asked everyone to stand for the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion: To approve the minutes of the March 16, 2026, meeting. 

• Motion to approve minutes: Mr. Schreader 
• Second: Mr. Sieczkowski 
• Vote: All in favor — Carried 

 

TOTTEN, Kirk   PSP-2026-001 
5930 Campbell Blvd, Lkpt  SBL#121.00-2-78 
Site Plan Approval 

The Board reviewed the application for Site Plan Approval of a Repair & Sales Shop.  
The project included the reuse of existing structures and the construction of future 
structures. 
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Discussion included: 

• The purchaser indicated that the project consisted of the conversion of a storage 
use to a business use.   

• The new use will be a vehicle restoration business that will be open to the public.  
• The proposed hours are to be 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, 

and 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday. 
• The proposed new structure is to be used as a future showroom.  The rear 

structure will remain primarily used for personal storage. 
• There is to be water on-site. 
• Chairman Amacher indicated that the Niagara County Planning Board had 

reviewed and approved the Site Plan. 
• The Applicant would be permitted a 4’x8’ lit sign to be installed on the building.  

The sign will be lit during evening business hours; on a timer. 
• Fluids and other automotive waste products collected on-site would be removed 

by a third party vendor. 

Negative Declaration under SEQRA. 

Motion by: Mr. Kroening 
Second by: Mr. Sieczkowski 
Vote: All in favor. Motion carried. 

Site Plan Approval  

Motion by Mr. Kroening to approve the Site Plan pursuant to the previously discussed 
terms and conditions. 
Second by: Mr. Sieczkowski 
Vote: All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
MCKIE Properties/RIC Energy  ZBUV-2025-003 
5147 Lkpt Rd., Lkpt    SBL#121.00-2-46.211 
Coordinated Review 
 
SEQR Review – Coordinated Review Update 

• The Planning Board was previously designated as Lead Agency for SEQR 
review and has completed a detailed review of SEQR Parts 2 and 3. 

• Attorney Platt indicated that certain information was sought from the Applicant 
following the March 16, 2026, Planning Board meeting and that said information 
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was received from the Applicant and reviewed as part of the Board’s review of 
SEQR Parts 2 and 3.  Attorney Platt indicated that it was his understanding that 
the Board was now in a position to make its SEQR determination. 

SEQR Determination 

Motion: That the Board issue a Positive Declaration relative to the BESS project. 

• Motion to issue a Positive Declaration: Mr. Meal 

The following proposed Resolution was read by Attorney Platt: 

WHEREAS, the Town of Cambria Planning Board received a Site Plan application, a Use 

Variance application, and an Area Variance application from Cambria ESS LLC (the 

“Applicant”) for the development of a 5.00-megawatt Battery Energy Storage System located 

at 5147 Lockport Road (the “Proposed Action”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board reviewed the application and any revisions to the 

application at meetings from February of 2026 to April of 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to 

Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act – SEQRA) of the Environmental 

Conservation Law, the Cambria Planning Board initiated the SEQRA Coordinated Review 

Process for this Unlisted action to establish the Planning Board as SEQR Lead Agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board has received input from various Involved and 

Interested Agencies and Town departments, including reviewing the minutes of the Town 

Zoning Board of Appeals’ public hearing on the project, received input from the Town 

Planner and held public meetings on the application; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board has reviewed the Environmental Assessment Form 
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(EAF) submitted by the Applicant, comments and input from the Town Planner, Town 

departments, Planning Board members, other Involved Agencies and the public, information 

submitted by the Applicant on the project and revisions to the project, and has reviewed the 

Town’s Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, no objections were made to the Cambria Planning Board acting as SEQR Lead 

Agency and the Planning Board therefore has been established as SEQR Lead Agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Planning Board has completed Part 2 of the FEAF, analyzed those 

impacts identified in Part 2 as potentially “moderate to large impacts” in an expanded Part 3 

document, reviewed the criteria for determining significance in accordance with Section 

617.7 of SEQR, and determined that the proposed approval of the Cambria ESS LLC project 

may include the potential for at least one significant adverse environmental impact. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cambria Planning Board hereby issues a 

Positive Declaration and authorizes the Planning Board Chairman to sign the EAF, which will 

act as the SEQRA Positive Declaration; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cambria Planning Board authorizes the Town Planner 

to file the proper Notices and complete the required mailings concerning this determination; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that to ensure a comprehensive and orderly environmental 

review, the Planning Board establishes the following scoping schedule for the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) as follows: 

 

1. Draft Scoping Document Submission by Applicant  
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1.1  The Applicant shall submit a Draft Scoping Document to the Planning Board 

no later than thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this Resolution. 

 

2. Circulation of Draft Scoping Document and Notice of Public Scoping  

2.1  Within twenty (20) calendar days of receipt of the Draft Scoping Document, 

the Planning Board shall circulate the Draft Scoping Document to Involved and 

Interested Agencies and post it for public review and shall issue a Notice of Public 

Scoping.  

2.2  The Notice of Public Scoping shall provide not less than thirty (30) calendar 

days for written public and agency comments on the Draft Scoping Document. 

 

3. Public Scoping Session  

3.1  The Planning Board shall hold at least one public scoping session during the 

public comment period, on a date that provides a minimum of fourteen (14) calendar 

days’ advance public notice. 

 

4. Close of Written Comment Period on Draft Scoping  

4.1  The written comment period on the Draft Scoping Document shall remain 

open for the thirty (30) calendar days specified in Section 2.2 and shall close at 4:30 

p.m. on the final day of that period. 

 

5. Preparation of Final Written Scope by Lead Agency  

5.1  The Planning Board shall prepare and adopt the Final Written Scope within 

sixty (60) calendar days after the later of:  

(a) the close of the public comment period established in Section 4.1, or  
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(b) the conclusion of the public scoping session identified in Section 3.1, 

whichever occurs later.  

 

5.2  The Final Written Scope shall identify potentially significant adverse 

environmental impacts, the extent and quality of information needed, reasonable 

alternatives, and mitigation measures to be analyzed in the DEIS. 

 

6. Applicant’s DEIS Preparation and Submission  

6.1  Following issuance of the Final Written Scope, the Applicant shall prepare the 

DEIS consistent with the Final Written Scope and submit the DEIS to the Planning 

Board on or before the Applicant’s proposed date [to be determined by the Applicant], 

recognizing that the Applicant controls the timing of its submission. 

 

7. Lead Agency Determination of DEIS Adequacy for Public Review  

7.1  Within forty-five (45) calendar days of receipt of the DEIS, the Planning Board 

shall determine whether the DEIS is adequate with respect to scope and content for 

public review.  

 

7.2 If the DEIS is determined inadequate, the Planning Board shall identify 

deficiencies in writing and, upon resubmittal by the Applicant, shall have thirty (30)  

calendar days to determine adequacy of the resubmitted DEIS. 

 

8. Public Notice and Hearing on DEIS; Comment Period  

8.1  Upon determining the DEIS adequate for public review, the Planning Board 

shall file and circulate the Notice of Completion and provide public notice of a public 

hearing to occur not less than fifteen (15) nor more than sixty (60) calendar days from 

the date of the Notice of Completion.  
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8.2  The Planning Board shall establish a public comment period on the DEIS of not 

less than thirty (30) calendar days, which may be extended in the Planning Board’s 

discretion up to a total of ninety (90) calendar days when a public hearing is held and 

to accommodate agency and public participation.  

 

8.3  If a public hearing is held, the written comment period shall remain open for 

at least ten (10) calendar days following the close of the hearing and may remain open 

through the end of the extended comment period established under Section 8.2. 

 

9. Final EIS (FEIS) and Findings  

9.1  Following the close of the public comment period on the DEIS, the Planning 

Board shall prepare or cause to be prepared the Final EIS and issue a Notice of 

Completion within ninety (90) calendar days, or such longer period as consented to 

in writing by the Applicant.  

 

9.2  The Planning Board shall issue written SEQRA Findings no less than ten (10) 

calendar days after filing the FEIS and within thirty (30) calendar days thereafter, or 

such longer period as consented to in writing by the Applicant; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Board will begin the EIS process consistent 

with the foregoing scoping schedule upon the Applicant’s submission of a Draft Scoping 

Document and in accordance with SEQRA procedures; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Planning Board Chairman, Planning Board staff, and the 

Town Planner are authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to implement this 

Resolution, including issuance and filing of the SEQRA Positive Declaration and scoping 
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notices, scheduling and noticing of the public scoping session, and coordination with 

Involved and Interested Agencies. 

• Second: Mr. Sieczkowski 
• Vote: All in favor — Carried 

Next Steps 

• Applicant shall submit a Draft Scoping Document Draft 
• Applicant’s submission will trigger the implementation of the proposed scoping 

schedule 

 

Chairman Amacher recognized that there were two individuals who remained in the 
gallery and asked if they had anything that they wanted to share with the Planning 
Board.  

Conrad Karsten, on behalf of RIC Energy.  Mr. Karsten indicated that the Applicant 
would provide any information requested by the Board with respect to the review 
process going forward.   

• Mr. Sieczkowski asked Mr. Karsten if the project was a “virtual power plant” in 
light of the fact that it made use of Tesla Battery Packs.  Mr. Karsten indicated 
that the “virtual power plant” platform was more of a residential use in nature 
and that he was not sure if the project would be considered a “virtual power 
plant” but that he would look into it.  Mr. Karsten indicated that the premise was 
similar but distinguished that the subject project was of a “much larger scale” 
than a residential unit and was not associated with a solar project. 

• Mr. Karsten indicated that the purpose of the project was essentially to “charge 
the batteries when the rates are cheap” and “discharge them onto the grid when 
they’re expensive,” with the goal of “shaving a few cents off the cost of a 
megawatt.”  

James Kam, 3677 Human Road, Sanborn.  Mr. Kam asked the Board if every business 
that operates in the Town requires a site plan approval from the Board.  

• Chairman Amacher and Attorney Platt indicated that they were familiar with Mr. 
Kam’s situation. Chairman Amacher indicated that the Town had limited ability 
to regulate the business because of the State’s Agriculture and Markets Law. 
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• Attorney Platt explained that because the subject business is a recognized farm 
operation operating within a recognized County Agricultural District, the 
business was largely regulated by State’s Agriculture and Markets Law.  The 
question as to whether the problematic aspects of the operation are illegal and 
subject to discipline must be determined via a state agency review to determine 
whether or not they represent a sound agricultural practice.  If they are found to 
be a sound agricultural practice, they are protected by state law.  If they are found 
not to be, the agency may seek to take corrective action, and Mr. Kam may be 
able to bring a private nuisance action seeking relief from a court. 

• Attorney Platt provided Mr. Kam with some general information regarding the 
sound agricultural practice review process.  

 

REPORTS 

Building Inspector – Nothing to report. Chairman Amacher announced that Mr. 
Cooper would be leaving his position with the Town on May 2, 2026, and thanked him 
for his service. 

Attorney – Nothing to report. 

Town Board Liaison – Nothing to report. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

May 18, 2026 @ 6:00 pm 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

• Motion: Mr. Meal 
• Second: Mr. Sieczkowski 
• Vote: All in favor — Meeting adjourned @ approximately 7:35 

 
Abraham Platt 
Counsel 


