
Container:

Branches:

Trunk Line:

Apex:
When we view a Bonsai, we are seeing a BALANCE between:

Direction (L to R, R to L)

Placement, Size and Direction

Movement & Direction

Shape, Size and Color

Bonsai Design
5 Basic Styles
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• Formal Upright 
• Informal Upright 
• Slanting 
• Semi & Full Cascade 

• One Line 
• Two Line

Five Basic Styles of Bonsai

Notes: 
There are many more styles based on the 5 basic styles

Examples: Literati, Driftwood, Multiple Trunk etc.
Also 1 bonsai tree can be a combination of several styles

Example: Informal Upright, Multiple trunk, Literati



Apex falls directly over
the center of the root ball

Perfectly straight trunk and branches
Formal Upright

Symmetrical Balance
Visually Equal

Apex falls over the root ball,
but to one side

Serpentine trunk and branches
Informal Upright

Asymmetrical Balance
Visually Unequal



Apex falls beyond the
root ball

Angled Serpentine trunk and branches
Slanting

Asymmetrical Balance
Visually Unequal

Trunk falls between the top and bottom edge of the pot

Cascade

Trunk falls below the bottom edge of the pot

Semi Cascade

Full Cascade



Cascade

One Line 
Cascade

Two Line 
Cascade

Upper
Line

Lower
Line

Cascade

The Visual Weight of the Color & Depth
of the pot helps BALANCE the

cascading branch to give it stability


